ST. MICHAEL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

ALL SOULS ARE WELCOME. INTENTIONALLY INCLUSIVE. NO EXCEPTIONS.
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1630, Ridgecrest, CA 93556 ~ (760) 446-5816
Web: www.stmichaelsridgecrest.org ~ E-mail: stmichaelsridgecrest@mail.com

EVENING PRAYER: RITE TWO
FEAST OF WULFSTAN OF WORCESTER
Bishop, 1095
January 19, 2022, 6:30 p.m., Zoom Meeting ID: 928 461 1047, Passcode: StMichael

PRESIDER

RESPONDER

READER

The Rev. Paul Clark

Nani Banks

Dave Waller

OPENING SENTENCE
Presider:

PSALM 141:2

CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION
Presider:

(BCP p. 115)

Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
(BCP p. 116)

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Priest:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER
Presider:
Responder:

O God, be not far from us.
Come quickly to help us, O God.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia.

O GRACIOUS LIGHT

(EOW p. 23)

Presider and responder
Light of the world, in grace and beauty,
Mirror of God’s eternal face,
Transparent flame of love’s free duty,
You bring salvation to our race.
Now, as we see the lights of evening,
We raise our voice in hymns of praise;
Worthy are you of endless blessing,
Sun of our night, lamp of our days.
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PSALM APPOINTED

PSALM 119:25-48

Presider and responder alternate by whole verse.
25 My soul cleaves to the dust; *

give me life according to your word.
26 I have confessed my ways, and you answered me; *

instruct me in your statutes.
27 Make me understand the way of your commandments, *

that I may meditate on your marvelous works.
28 My soul melts away for sorrow; *

strengthen me according to your word.
29 Take from me the way of lying; *

let me find grace through your law.
30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness; *

I have set your judgments before me.
31 I hold fast to your decrees; *

O LORD, let me not be put to shame.
32 I will run the way of your commandments, *

for you have set my heart at liberty.
33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, *

and I shall keep it to the end.
34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; *

I shall keep it with all my heart.
35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, *

for that is my desire.
36 Incline my heart to your decrees *

and not to unjust gain.
37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; *

give me life in your ways.
38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, *

which you make to those who fear you.
39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, *

because your judgments are good.
40 Behold, I long for your commandments; *

in your righteousness preserve my life.

2

(BCP p. 763)

41 Let your loving-kindness come to me, O LORD, *

and your salvation, according to your promise.
42 Then shall I have a word for those who taunt me, *

because I trust in your words.
43 Do not take the word of truth out of my mouth, *

for my hope is in your judgments.
44 I shall continue to keep your law; *

I shall keep it for ever and ever.
45 I will walk at liberty, *

because I study your commandments.
46 I will tell of your decrees before kings *

and will not be ashamed.
47 I delight in your commandments, *

which I have always loved.
48 I will lift up my hands to your commandments, *

and I will meditate on your statutes.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

THE FIRST READING

THE READINGS

GENESIS 9:18-29
DAVE WALLER
A READING FROM THE BOOK OF GENESIS:
The sons of Noah who went out of the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Ham was the
father of Canaan. These three were the sons of Noah; and from these the whole earth was
peopled.
Noah, a man of the soil, was the first to plant a vineyard. He drank some of the wine and
became drunk, and he lay uncovered in his tent. And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the
nakedness of his father, and told his two brothers outside. Then Shem and Japheth took a
garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and walked backward and covered the nakedness
of their father; their faces were turned away, and they did not see their father’s nakedness.
When Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his youngest son had done to him, he said,
“Cursed be Canaan; lowest of slaves shall he be to his brothers.” He also said, “Blessed by
the Lord my God be Shem; and let Canaan be his slave. May God make space for Japheth,
and let him live in the tents of Shem; and let Canaan be his slave.”
After the flood Noah lived three hundred fifty years. All the days of Noah were nine
hundred fifty years; and he died.
Reader:
Responder:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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THE SONG OF MARY

LUKE 1:46-55

(EOW p. 27)

Presider and responder alternate by whole verse.
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in you, O God my Savior; *
for you have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
you, the Almighty, have done great things for me, and holy is your Name.
You have mercy on those who fear you *
from generation to generation.
You have shown strength with your arm, *
and scattered the proud in their conceit,
Casting down the mighty from their thrones, *
and lifting up the lowly.
You have filled the hungry with good things, *
and sent the rich away empty.
You have come to the help of your servant Israel, *
for you have remembered your promise of mercy,
The promise you made to our forebears, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

THE SECOND READING

JOHN 3:22-36

DAVE WALLER

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN:
After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he spent some time
there with them and baptized. John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim because water
was abundant there; and people kept coming and were being baptized —John, of course,
had not yet been thrown into prison.
Now a discussion about purification arose between John’s disciples and a Jew. They came to
John and said to him, “Rabbi, the one who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you
testified, here he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” John answered, “No one can receive
anything except what has been given from heaven. You yourselves are my witnesses that I
said, ‘I am not the Messiah, but I have been sent ahead of him.’ He who has the bride is the
bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at
the bridegroom’s voice. For this reason my joy has been fulfilled. He must increase, but I
must decrease.”
The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth belongs to the
earth and speaks about earthly things. The one who comes from heaven is above all. He
testifies to what he has seen and heard, yet no one accepts his testimony. Whoever has
accepted his testimony has certified this, that God is true. He whom God has sent speaks the
words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. The Father loves the Son and has
placed all things in his hands. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever
disobeys the Son will not see life, but must endure God’s wrath.
Reader:
Responder:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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THE SONG OF SIMEON

LUKE 2:29-32

(BCP p. 120)

Presider and responder alternate by whole verse.
Lord, you now have set your servant free *
to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations, *
and the glory of your people Israel.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE DISCUSSION
APOSTLES’ CREED

(BCP p. 120)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Presider:
Responder:
Presider:

THE PRAYERS
(BCP p. 121)

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

SUFFRAGES A
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

(BCP p. 121)

Show us your mercy, O Lord;
And grant us your salvation.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
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V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

Let your way be known upon earth;
Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And sustain us by your Holy Spirit.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

AELRED OF RIEVAULX (LFF p. 49)
Almighty God, whose only begotten Son led captivity captive and gave gifts to your people:
Multiply among us faithful pastors, who, like your holy bishop Wulfstan, will give courage
to those who are oppressed and held in bondage; and bring us all, we pray, into the true
freedom of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

A COLLECT FOR THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST

(BCP p. 124)

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the
way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in
Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen.

A PRAYER FOR MISSION

(BCP p. 124)

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship
you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women
everywhere love you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Presider:

Are there any prayers or thanksgivings you wish to offer?
The people may offer their intercessions and thanksgivings.

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM

(BCP p. 126)

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O
Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge
of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
Presider
Responder

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING SENTENCE

2 CORINTHIANS 13:14

(BCP p. 126)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore. Amen.
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WULFSTAN OF WORCESTER
Bishop, 1095
Wulfstan was one of the few Anglo-Saxon bishops to retain his see after the Norman
Conquest of England in 1066. Beloved by all classes of society for his humility, charity, and
courage, he was born in Warwickshire about 1008, and educated in the Benedictine abbeys
of Evesham and Peterborough. He spent most of his life in the cathedral monastery of
Worcester as monk, prior, and then as bishop of the see from 1062 until his death on
January 18, 1095. He accepted the episcopate with extreme reluctance, but having resigned
himself to it, he administered the diocese with great effectiveness. As bishop, he rapidly
became famous for his continued monastic asceticism and personal sanctity.
Even though Wulfstan had been sympathetic to King Harold of Wessex, he was among
those who submitted to William the Conqueror at Berkhamstead in 1066. He therefore was
allowed to retain his see. At first, the Normans tended to disparage him for his lack of
learning and his inability to speak French, but he became one of William’s most trusted
advisers and administrators, and remained loyal in support of William I and William II in
their work of reform and orderly government. He assisted in the compilation of the
Domesday Book and supported William I against the rebellious barons in 1075. William
came to respect a loyalty based on principle and not on self-seeking. Archbishop Lanfranc
also recognized the strength of Wulfstan’s character, and the two men worked together to
end the practice at Bristol of kidnaping Englishmen and selling them as slaves in Ireland.
Because he was the most respected prelate of the Anglo-Saxon Church, Wulfstan’s
profession of canonical obedience to Lanfranc, William the Conqueror’s Archbishop of
Canterbury, proved to be a key factor in the transition from Anglo-Saxon to Anglo-Norman
Christianity. William’s policy, however, was to appoint his own fellow Normans to the
English episcopate, and, by the time of William’s death in 1087, Wulfstan was the only
English-born bishop still living.
(Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 p. 48)
The people of Saint Michael's welcome all those who seek a deeper understanding of God's love for ALL His
children. Our congregation is "intentionally inclusive," welcoming all persons without regard to age, race,
ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, physical or developmental disability.
This service conforms to Daily Evening Prayer: Rite Two, which begins on page 115 of the 1979 Book of
Common Prayer (BCP). Scripture readings are appointed by the Daily Office Lectionary and are excerpted
from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA or the Common English Bible (CEB), copyright 2011.
Psalm texts are taken from the BCP. Other liturgical elements may include materials compiled from Episcopal
Church publications including Enriching Our Worship (EOW), the 2018 Book of Occasional Services (BOS),
and the 2018 Lesser Feasts and Fasts (LFF).
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