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St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, Ridgecrest
Evening Prayer: Rite Two
June 30, 2022, 6:30 p.m., Zoom Meeting ID: 928 461 1047, Passcode: StMichael
Thursday after the Third Sunday after Pentecost
	Presider
	Responder
	Reader

	The Rev. Deacon Cathy Kline
	Nani Banks
	Dave Waller


Opening Sentence

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.
Philippians 1:2
	Confession of Sin
	
	(BCP p. 116)


Presider:
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

A period of silent confession will be observed.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Presider::
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.
The Invitatory and Psalter

Presider:
O God, be not far from us.

Responder:
Come quickly to help us, O God.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia.
	O Gracious Light 
	(EOW p. 23)


Light of the world, in grace and beauty, 
Mirror of God’s eternal face, 
Transparent flame of love’s free duty, 
You bring salvation to our race.

Now, as we see the lights of evening, 
We raise our voice in hymns of praise; 
Worthy are you of endless blessing, 
Sun of our night, lamp of our days.
	Psalm Appointed
	Psalm 135
	(BCP p. 788)


The Psalm Appointed is Psalm 135: 
Hallelujah!
Praise the Name of the LORD; *
    give praise, you servants of the LORD.

You who stand in the house of the LORD, *
    in the courts of the house of our God.
Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; *
    sing praises to his Name, for it is lovely.

For the LORD has chosen Jacob for himself *
    and Israel for his own possession.
For I know that the LORD is great, *
    and that our Lord is above all gods.

The LORD does whatever pleases him, in heaven and on earth, *
    in the seas and all the deeps.
He brings up rain clouds from the ends of the earth; *
    he sends out lightning with the rain, and brings the winds out of his storehouse.

It was he who struck down the firstborn of Egypt, *
    the firstborn both of man and beast.
He sent signs and wonders into the midst of you, O Egypt, *
    against Pharaoh and all his servants.

He overthrew many nations *
    and put mighty kings to death:
Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, the king of Bashan, *
    and all the kingdoms of Canaan.

He gave their land to be an inheritance, *
    an inheritance for Israel his people.

O LORD, your Name is everlasting; *
    your renown, O LORD, endures from age to age.

For the LORD gives his people justice *
    and shows compassion to his servants.
The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, *
    the work of human hands.

They have mouths, but they cannot speak; *
    eyes have they, but they cannot see.
They have ears, but they cannot hear; *
    neither is there any breath in their mouth.

Those who make them are like them, *
    and so are all who put their trust in them.
Bless the LORD, O house of Israel; *
    O house of Aaron, bless the LORD.

Bless the LORD, O house of Levi; *
    you who fear the LORD, bless the LORD.
Blessed be the LORD out of Zion, *
    who dwells in Jerusalem.
    Hallelujah!
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Readings

The First Reading
Numbers 23:11-26
Dave Waller
A reading from the Book of Numbers. 

Then Balak said to Balaam, “What have you done to me? I brought you to curse my enemies, but now you have done nothing but bless them.” He answered, “Must I not take care to say what the Lord puts into my mouth?” 

So Balak said to him, “Come with me to another place from which you may see them; you shall see only part of them, and shall not see them all; then curse them for me from there.” So he took him to the field of Zophim, to the top of Pisgah. He built seven altars, and offered a bull and a ram on each altar. Balaam said to Balak, “Stand here beside your burnt offerings, while I meet the Lord over there. The Lord met Balaam, put a word into his mouth, and said, “Return to Balak, and this is what you shall say.” When he came to him, he was standing beside his burnt offerings with the officials of Moab. Balak said to him, “What has the Lord said?” Then Balaam uttered his oracle, saying: 
“Rise, Balak, and hear; listen to me, O son of Zippor: God is not a human being, that he should lie, or a mortal, that he should change his mind. Has he promised, and will he not do it? Has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it? See, I received a command to bless; he has blessed, and I cannot revoke it. He has not beheld misfortune in Jacob; nor has he seen trouble in Israel. The Lord their God is with them, acclaimed as a king among them. God, who brings them out of Egypt, is like the horns of a wild ox for them. Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, no divination against Israel; now it shall be said of Jacob and Israel, ‘See what God has done!’ Look, a people rising up like a lioness, and rousing itself like a lion! It does not lie down until it has eaten the prey and drunk the blood of the slain.” 
Then Balak said to Balaam, “Do not curse them at all, and do not bless them at all.” But Balaam answered Balak, “Did I not tell you, ‘Whatever the Lord says, that is what I must do’?”
Reader:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Responder:
Thanks be to God.

	The Song of Mary
	Luke 1:46-55
	(EOW p. 27)


Presider and responder alternate by whole verse.

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in you, O God my Savior; *
    for you have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
    you, the Almighty, have done great things for me, and holy is your Name.
You have mercy on those who fear you *
    from generation to generation.
You have shown strength with your arm, *
    and scattered the proud in their conceit,
Casting down the mighty from their thrones, *
    and lifting up the lowly.
You have filled the hungry with good things, *
    and sent the rich away empty.
You have come to the help of your servant Israel, *
    for you have remembered your promise of mercy,
The promise you made to our forebears, *
    to Abraham and his children forever.
The Second Reading
Matthew 22:1-14
Dave Waller
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew.
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.”
Reader:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Responder:
Thanks be to God.
	The Song of Simeon
	Luke 2:29-32
	(BCP p. 120)


Presider and responder alternate by whole verse.

Lord, you now have set your servant free *
    to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations, *
    and the glory of your people Israel.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Scripture Discussion
	Apostles’ Creed
	(BCP p. 120)


I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins
    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers

	The Lord’s Prayer
	(BCP p. 121)


Presider:
God be with you.

Responder:
And also with you.
Presider:
Let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
	Suffrages A
	(BCP p. 121)


V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 

V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us by your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of the Day
Proper 8 (BCP p. 230)
Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

	A Collect for the Presence of Christ
	(BCP p. 124)


Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen.
	A Prayer for Mission
	(BCP p. 124)


O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women everywhere love you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Presider:
Are there any prayers or thanksgivings you wish to offer?

The people may offer their intercessions and thanksgivings.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
(BCP p. 126)
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
Presider
Let us bless the Lord.

Responder
Thanks be to God.

	Closing Sentence
	
	(BCP p. 126)


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.
2 Corinthians 13:14
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	St. Michael’s Episcopal Church

All souls are welcome. 
Intentionally inclusive. No exceptions.

	Mailing address: P.O. Box 1630, Ridgecrest, CA 93556 ~ (760) 446-5816

Web: www.stmichaelsridgecrest.org ~ E-mail: stmichaelsridgecrest@mail.com
The people of St. Michael's welcome all those who seek a deeper understanding of God's love for ALL His children. Our congregation is "intentionally inclusive," welcoming all persons without regard to age, race, ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, or physical or developmental disability.
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