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OPENING SENTENCE

READER

Sandy Davis

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

CONFESSION OF SIN
Presider:

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

A period of silent confession will be observed.

Philippians 1:2

(BCP p. 116)

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Presider::

Presider:
Responder:

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER

O God, be not far from us.
Come quickly to help us, O God.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia.

O GRACIOUS LIGHT

Light of the world, in grace and beauty,
Mirror of God’s eternal face,
Transparent flame of love’s free duty,
You bring salvation to our race.
Now, as we see the lights of evening,
We raise our voice in hymns of praise;
Worthy are you of endless blessing,
Sun of our night, lamp of our days.

(EOW p. 23)

PSALM APPOINTED

PSALM 61

THE PSALM APPOINTED IS PSALM 61:
Hear my cry, O God, *
and listen to my prayer.

(BCP p. 668)

I call upon you from the ends of the earth with heaviness in my heart; *
set me upon the rock that is higher than I.
For you have been my refuge, *
a strong tower against the enemy.

I will dwell in your house for ever; *
I will take refuge under the cover of your wings.
For you, O God, have heard my vows; *
you have granted me the heritage of those who fear your Name.
Add length of days to the king's life; *
let his years extend over many generations.
Let him sit enthroned before God for ever; *
bid love and faithfulness watch over him.

So will I always sing the praise of your Name, *
and day by day I will fulfill my vows.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

THE FIRST READING

THE READINGS

JUDGES 14:1-19 (CEB)

SANDY DAVIS

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF JUDGES.
Samson traveled down to Timnah. While he was in Timnah, a Philistine woman caught his
eye. He went back home and told his father and mother, “A Philistine woman in Timnah
caught my eye; now get her for me as a wife!”

But his father and mother replied to him, “Is there no woman among your own relatives or
among all our people that you have to go get a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?”

Yet Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, because she’s the one I want!” His father and
mother didn’t know that the Lord was behind this. He was looking for an opening with the
Philistines, because they were ruling over Israel at that time.
Then Samson traveled down to Timnah with his father and mother. When he came to the
vineyards in Timnah, suddenly a lone young lion came roaring to meet him. The Lord’s
spirit rushed over him, and he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as one might tear
apart a young goat. But he didn’t tell his father or mother what he had done. Then he
traveled down and talked with the woman; she was the one Samson wanted.

After a while, he came back again to marry her. He turned aside to look at the lion’s
remains, and there was a swarm of bees with honey inside the lion’s skeleton. He scooped
the honey into his hands, eating it as he continued along. When he got to his father and
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mother, he gave some to them, and they ate it too. But he didn’t tell them that he had
scooped the honey from the lion’s skeleton.

His father traveled down to the woman, and Samson put on a feast there, as was the custom
for young men. When the townspeople saw him, they selected thirty companions to be with
him. Then Samson said to them, “Let me tell you a riddle. If you can figure it out and tell me
the answer within the seven days of the feast, I’ll give you thirty linen robes and thirty sets
of clothes. But if you can’t tell me the answer, then it’s you who have to give me thirty linen
robes and thirty sets of clothes.”
So they replied to him, “Tell your riddle; let’s hear it.”
He said to them,
“Out of the eater there came something to eat.
Out of the strong there came something sweet.”

For three days they couldn’t tell the answer to the riddle. On the fourth day they said to
Samson’s wife, “Seduce your husband so he’ll tell us the answer to the riddle, or else we’ll
set fire to you and your household. Were we invited here just to become poor?”

So Samson’s wife cried on his shoulder and said, “You hate me! You don’t love me! You told
a riddle to my people but didn’t tell me the answer.”
He replied to her, “Look, I haven’t even told the answer to my father and mother. Why
should I tell it to you?” But she cried on his shoulder for the rest of the seven days of the
feast. Finally, on the seventh day, he told her the answer, for she had nagged him. And she
told her people the answer to the riddle. So on the seventh day, before the sun set, the
townspeople said to him,
“What’s sweeter than honey?
What’s stronger than a lion?”
He replied to them,
“If you hadn’t plowed with my heifer,
you wouldn’t have figured out my riddle!”

Then the Lord’s spirit rushed over him, and he went down to Ashkelon. He killed thirty of
their men, stripped them of their gear, and gave the sets of clothes to the ones who had told
the answer to the riddle. In anger, he went back up to his father’s household.
Reader:
Responder:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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THE SONG OF MARY

LUKE 1:46-55

(EOW p. 27)

JOHN 4:27-42

SANDY DAVIS

Presider and responder alternate by whole verse.
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in you, O God my Savior; *
for you have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
you, the Almighty, have done great things for me, and holy is your Name.
You have mercy on those who fear you *
from generation to generation.
You have shown strength with your arm, *
and scattered the proud in their conceit,
Casting down the mighty from their thrones, *
and lifting up the lowly.
You have filled the hungry with good things, *
and sent the rich away empty.
You have come to the help of your servant Israel, *
for you have remembered your promise of mercy,
The promise you made to our forebears, *
to Abraham and his children forever.

THE SECOND READING

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN.
Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but
no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” Then the woman
left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, “Come and see a man
who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” They left the
city and were on their way to him.

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But he said to them, “I
have food to eat that you do not know about.” So the disciples said to one another, “Surely
no one has brought him something to eat?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of
him who sent me and to complete his work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes
the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting.
The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower
and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another
reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you
have entered into their labor.”
Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told
me everything I have ever done.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to
stay with them; and he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his
word. They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for
we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”
Reader:
Responder:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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THE SONG OF SIMEON

LUKE 2:29-32

Presider and responder alternate by whole verse.

(BCP p. 120)

Lord, you now have set your servant free *
to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations, *
and the glory of your people Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE DISCUSSION
APOSTLES’ CREED

(BCP p. 120)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Presider:
Responder:
Presider:

THE PRAYERS

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

(BCP p. 121)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

5

SUFFRAGES A
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

(BCP p. 121)

Show us your mercy, O Lord;
And grant us your salvation.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;
Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And sustain us by your Holy Spirit.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
PROPER 14 (BCP p. 232)
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that
we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.
A COLLECT FOR THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST

(BCP p. 124)

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the
way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in
Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen.

A PRAYER FOR MISSION

(BCP p. 124)

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship
you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women
everywhere love you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Presider:

Are there any prayers or thanksgivings you wish to offer?
The people may offer their intercessions and thanksgivings.

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM

(BCP p. 126)

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O
Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge
of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
Presider
Responder

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING SENTENCE

(BCP p. 126)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore. Amen.
2 Corinthians 13:14
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