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OPENING SENTENCE

RESPONDER

Richard Hendricks

READER

Sandy Davis

If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night," darkness
is not dark to you, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are
both alike.
Psalm 139:10,11

CONFESSION OF SIN
Presider:

(BCP p. 116)

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

A period of silent confession will be observed.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Presider:
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.
Presider:
Responder:

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER

O God, be not far from us.
Come quickly to help us, O God.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia.
(EOW p. 23)
O GRACIOUS LIGHT
Light of the world, in grace and beauty,
Mirror of God’s eternal face,
Transparent flame of love’s free duty,
You bring salvation to our race.
Now, as we see the lights of evening,
We raise our voice in hymns of praise;
Worthy are you of endless blessing,
Sun of our night, lamp of our days.

PSALM APPOINTED

PSALM 53

(BCP p. 658)

JOEL 2:21-27

SANDY DAVIS

THE PSALM APPOINTED IS PSALM 53.
The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." *
All are corrupt and commit abominable acts; there is none who does any good.
God looks down from heaven upon us all, *
to see if there is any who is wise, if there is one who seeks after God.
Every one has proved faithless; all alike have turned bad; *
there is none who does good; no, not one.
Have they no knowledge, those evildoers *
who eat up my people like bread and do not call upon God?
See how greatly they tremble, such trembling as never was; *
for God has scattered the bones of the enemy;
they are put to shame, because God has rejected them.
Oh, that Israel's deliverance would come out of Zion! *
when God restores the fortunes of his people Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

THE READINGS

THE FIRST READING

A READING FROM THE PROPHET JOEL.
Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great things! Do not fear, you
animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the
fig tree and vine give their full yield. O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your
God; for he has given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you
abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before. The threshing floors shall be full of
grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. I will repay you for the years that the
swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which
I sent against you. You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord
your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to
shame. You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the Lord, am your God and
there is no other. And my people shall never again be put to shame.
Reader:
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Responder: Thanks be to God.
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THE SONG OF MARY

LUKE 1:46-55

(EOW p. 27)

LUKE 15:1-2,11-32

SANDY DAVIS

Presider and responder alternate by whole verse.
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in you, O God my Savior; *
for you have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
you, the Almighty, have done great things for me, and holy is your Name.
You have mercy on those who fear you *
from generation to generation.
You have shown strength with your arm, *
and scattered the proud in their conceit,
Casting down the mighty from their thrones, *
and lifting up the lowly.
You have filled the hungry with good things, *
and sent the rich away empty.
You have come to the help of your servant Israel, *
for you have remembered your promise of mercy,
The promise you made to our forebears, *
to Abraham and his children forever.

THE SECOND READING

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE.
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with
them.”
Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his
father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his
property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled
to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had
spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in
need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him
to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs
were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How
many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of
hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like
one of your hired hands.”’ So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off,
his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him
and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly,
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on
his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. “Now
his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music
and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, ‘Your
brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back
safe and sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began
to plead with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been
working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have
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never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this
son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the
fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is
mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead
and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’”
Reader:
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Responder: Thanks be to God.
(BCP p. 120)
THE SONG OF SIMEON
LUKE 2:29-32
Presider and responder alternate by whole verse.
Lord, you now have set your servant free *
to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations, *
and the glory of your people Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE DISCUSSION
APOSTLES’ CREED

(BCP p. 120)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

THE PRAYERS

(BCP p. 121)

Presider:
Responder:
Presider:

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
English
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Spanish
Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo,
santificado sea tu Nombre,
venga tu reino,
hágase tu voluntad,
en la tierra combo en el cielo.
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia.
Perdona nuestras ofensas,
como también nosotros perdonamos
a los que nos ofenden.
No nos dejes caer en tentación
y libranos del mal.
Porque tuyo es el reino,
tuyo es el poder,
y tuya es la gloria,
ahora y por siempre. Amén.

SUFFRAGES A
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

Show us your mercy, O Lord;
And grant us your salvation.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;
Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And sustain us by your Holy Spirit.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

(BCP p. 121)

LEO OF ROME

November 10, 461
O Lord our God, grant that your church, following the teaching of your servant Leo of Rome,
may hold fast the great mystery of our redemption and adore the one Christ, true God and
true Man, neither divided from our human nature nor separate from your divine Being;
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
(BCP p. 124)
A COLLECT FOR THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the
way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in
Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen.
5

A PRAYER FOR MISSION

(BCP p. 124)

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship
you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women
everywhere love you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Presider:
Are there any prayers or thanksgivings you wish to offer?
The people may offer their intercessions and thanksgivings.

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING

(BCP p. 125)

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up ourselves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
Presider
Let us bless the Lord.
Responder
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING SENTENCE

(BCP p. 126)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
2 Corinthians 13:14
be with us all evermore. Amen.

Unless otherwise noted, the Bible readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 the Division
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Unless otherwise noted, the Collects, Psalms, and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.
Some canticles are from Enriching Our Worship 1, 1997 (EOW).

~~~
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When Leo was born, around the year 400, the Western Roman Empire was almost in
shambles. Weakened by barbarian invasions and by a totally inefficient economic and
political system, the structure that had been carefully built by Augustus had become a
chaos of internal warfare, subversion, and corruption.
The social and political situation notwithstanding, Leo received a good education, and was
ordained as a deacon, with the responsibility of looking after church possessions, managing
the distribution of food, and generally administering the finances. He won considerable
respect for his abilities, and a contemporary of his, Cassian, described him as “the
ornament of the Roman Church and the divine ministry.”
In 440, Leo was unanimously elected Pope, even though he was absent at the time on a
mission in Gaul. His ability as a preacher shows clearly in the 96 sermons still extant, in
which he expounds doctrine, encourages almsgiving, and refutes various heresies.
In Gaul, Africa, and Spain, Leo’s strong hand was felt, as he issued orders to limit the
powers of one over-presumptuous bishop, confirmed the rights of another bishop over his
vicars, and selected candidates for holy orders. Leo’s letter to the Council of Chalcedon in
451 dealt so effectively with the doctrine of the human and divine natures of the One
Person of Christ that the assembled bishops declared, “Peter has spoken by Leo,” and
affirmed his definition as orthodox teaching.
With similar strength of spirit and wisdom, Leo negotiated with Attila when the Huns were
about to sack Rome. He persuaded them to withdraw from Italy and to accept an annual
tribute. Three years later, Genseric led the Vandals against Rome. Again Leo negotiated.
Unable to prevent pillaging by the barbarians, he did dissuade them from burning the city
and slaughtering its inhabitants. He worked, thereafter, to repair the damage, to replace the
holy vessels in the desecrated churches, and to restore the morale of the Roman people.
Leo died in Rome in 461.
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